
Well how it all started out, it was on the car 
boots. My grandad used to sell eggs on 
there. And, he’s getting on. He’s 
eighty-summat now and he’s always been 
in the hen business. And he said ‘do you 
want to take over from me?’  So I said, ‘oh 
go on then, I’ll have a go.’ And he obviously 
supplied me with the eggs and that’s how I 
started out really. And then I started to get 
my own birds and things like that really - 
you know. Oooh, about 16 it would have 
been [the age Billy started in business]. I 
remember I had to cycle to the car boot 
from our house, because my dad was away 
at the time, I think it was about a five mile 
journey. Yeah, I used to cycle it all. Yeah it 
was fun, it was all fun and games.

Basically, we have our own hens at 
Milnthorpe. And we are all free range, so all 
our eggs are free range. And they are no 
older than two days – any of the eggs that I 
bring out to market. One thing about 
supermarkets and things like that, the eggs 
they get come from a big packing station. 
All different farms send their eggs away to 

them, and by the time they even get on the 
shelf it can be a week. You know, so, the 
eggs can be like two weeks before, before 
they are even sold. And that is before the 
consumer has had time to eat them.

We do local markets in Lancaster, we do 
Milnthorpe - the car boot there, Lancaster 
University, the farmers market. And we have 
local honeys, jams and preserves from 
somebody that we know at Galgate. And we 
have lemon cheese and marmalades. And 
local butter, sorry, not to forget that one.

The average day, is about five in the 
morning till (laughs). Well, when we are 
doing the longer distance markets it can be 
until seven o’clock at night. All the different 
traders, they are like my friends really. I 
wouldn’t call them work colleagues, they are 
more like friends. And everyone looks after 
each other and it’s really good. Tis good. 
Tis.
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