
With my husband, Chris, we farm one of the 
UK’s longest established and largest 
pedigree meat goat herds. We were 
established in 2000 and we now produce 
about 150 carcasses of goat a year. We 
bought the farm with the plan to be 
self-sufficient - we were going to have some 
of each thing and feed ourselves. There’s 
something quite special about sitting down 
to a plate of food, that every bit has come 
off your own property. And nine times out 
of ten, at this time of year, every piece of 
food we eat has come off the farm. It’s fab. 
I go to the supermarket and think: hmmm, 
why have I come here?
 
The goat meat specifically was not the 
original plan. We stumbled upon goats, 
upon the fact that there was a breed of 
goat specifically for meat production. And 
people tried the goat meat and they liked it. 
And by the end of the year it had all gone 
and we hadn’t any left for ourselves. So we 
bought a few more, and bought a few more, 
and ended up with over a 120 to 130 
breeding females and specialised in that.

It’s a shame for [our children] really, in a 

way, because it’s always been there [the 
farm]. So to them it’s not as magic or as 
special as us. At kidding season every single 
kid in is like magic.  How can you watch an 
animal turn from one in a pen to three in a 
pen? How does that happen!? But these [the 
children] are like - ah yeah - it’s another 
one. It’s been there all their lives really. And 
it’s a bit sad really.

It was hard work all summer [2016] 
because of the floods last winter [2015] - 
about half our land was under water for six 
weeks. If your house is flooded it’s a terrible 
situation and then the water goes away 
again. In farming, it’s a much longer-term 
impact that flood water. The land was under 
water for six weeks, so that grass didn’t 
then grow in the spring properly, which 
meant that the stock couldn’t go on that 
land. Which meant that the land they were 
on got overgrazed, and obviously it’s also 
impacted the forage value which we are 
cropping now, which will impact our costs 
over this winter. So floods over this [past] 
winter impacts nearly two whole years 
really.
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Find out more at www.lessuk.org/blog/the-faces-behind-our-food


