
Well it’s a family business. It was a dairy 
farm years and years ago. 1984 we came, 
started growing mushrooms, well, we’ve 
come on a bit since then. We’re not massive 
like, we’re just a small family business, 
producing about 30,000 pound of 
mushrooms a week. We grow them because 
it’s the business, like, it’s the business that 
we are in. We are in it to make a living.  
You know what I mean? But they are good 
for people. They have a lot of protein in, 
mushrooms.

[The mushrooms are] going to, well, mainly 
[Supermarket X]. We do a few local. Like we 
go to Speights in Lancaster, but the 
majority, ninety-five percent of the 
business, goes to [Supermarket X]. We are 
being screwed on price at the moment. It’s 
just getting to the point, well I don’t know, 
where something is going to have to 
change. And the price, the price of Lidl and 
Aldi coming in, and they have brought the 
price down. The prices are going down but 
everything else is going up. Something’s got 
to change. The industry itself is good, you 
know, we do a good job. It’s just, you know, 
they keep squeezing prices. And I can 
understand why they’re doing it – they’re 
trying to get more people in shop. The likes 

of [Supermarket X] and Tesco and everybody 
else. To compete with the likes of Aldi, they 
are having to fetch their prices down. But 
it’s, I mean, they are going to have to go up. 
This living wage, if it goes up another 15 
pence an hour next year, people can’t just 
keep absorbing, cause you can’t keep 
absorbing can you? You got to make a profit 
at the end of day. You got to re-invest and 
put money back into business or else, well 
there is no point? You can’t lose money. You 
might as well not be in business.

If we turn the clock back to 20 years or 15 
years or whatever, when they [Polish 
workers] first started coming, we always 
had a big staff turnaround. The English 
workers, they’d come, they’d go, you know, 
they didn’t want it. The Polish started 
coming on the scene and we could just rely 
on them. They were always there, they’d 
never let you down. That was the thing. But 
we have got a vacancy now for a labourer. 
Normally we would ask the workers if they 
know anybody and someone would turn up 
looking for work. But no, they are just not 
there now. So whether they have started to 
go back a bit [to Poland]?  And we think 
they have.
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